Life experience puts things in perspective
Editor’s note: Helen Clarke joined the
Herald Times Reporter staff in January
2007 as a reporter. She has been blogging since April about her experiences
as a Lakeshore transplant from Minnesota. She covers education and
writes stories for the Weekend section.
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ife sure gives a good slap in the
face.
I had been real content feeling sorry
for myself the past month or so. You
know the drill — gas prices are insane,
school board budget meetings are beginning to make my brain ache, the
George W. Bush economy is going to
screw me out of retirement in 50 years,
and in some bizarre twist, global
warming has continuously dumped
mountains of snow on the Lakeshore.
Anyone down for a pity party?
Enter Eric McLean — the only person I’ve met in the recent past who has
earned himself a free pass to that
party, and yet one of the few who really
has no interest in being there. He’s got
cancer, which by my definition, gives
him the right to feel whatever he wants
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To read Helen’s blog, visit
www.htrnews.com, then click
on Local News and then Blogs

— miserable, angry, disappointed,
whatever.
He doesn’t. But shouldn’t he?
Eric is 23 — me too. He graduated
high school in 2002 — same here. He
attended a University of Wisconsin
System university — likewise. He has
an awesome family to grow old with
and a bunch of friends to laugh with
and a lot more beer to drink in his lifetime — yes, yes and … I prefer wine.
Eric also has Leukemia — and I
guess the similarities stop there.

Here’s the thing, though. If I had
cancer, I can almost guarantee I’d be
off my rocker. And again, he’s not. He
even talked death with me — at 23 —
without a tear in his eye, and sometimes with a smirk on his face. And
here I am, barely able to remember the
death of my cat without going into
convulsions.
So yes, the economy’s aching. Sure,
our bank accounts are throbbing. And
we are absolutely sick of breaking our
backs shoveling snow. But there’s a
whole lot of things — chemotherapy
and radiation included — that hurt far
worse.
To donate to Eric’s cause through the
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society,
visit donate2life.net. Donations also
will be accepted during the Two Rivers
High School seniors vs. faculty basketball game at 1:30 p.m. today.
And while you’re at it, be sure to
click on the “Eric’s Journal” tab on his
Web site, and keep up with Eric’s
progress. It will give you something to
do when you’re “working” or “studying” or “listening.”

Do you have an opinion?
Are you a regular reader of Weekend? We’d love to hear
your opinion. We are conducting group meetings to discuss
Weekend. Our goal is to continue producing a publication that
you enjoy. Contact Cindy Thompson at 686-2963 or
cthomps3@htrnews.com if interested in sharing your input.

Collette Vacations Travel Show
Wed., April 9 • 6:30pm
Manitowoc Coffee
836 S. 8th St.
Manitowoc

Please join us for an
exciting FREE
presentation.
Escape from everyday
life and take the journey of your dreams.
Whichever tour you choose, whether it be
Italy, Ireland, Egypt, Alaska or New England,
a Collette Vacation tells the stories that create
unforgettable memories.

Special Discounts
To reserve your seat, RSVP (920) 684-6117
Building Memories ~ One Vacation at a Time

DAVID’S HOUSE OF TRAVEL
1029 S. 26th St. • Manitowoc

684-6117

Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

www.davidshouseoftravel.com
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10. “I thought you said you were how fast can you get here?”
using protection.”
9. “It’s Angelina Jolie. I’d like to

4. No number 4 — writer still
stuck on JetBlue flight — what's it
been, like a year?

8. “This is your wife — can I borrow your Gillette Mach 3 razor?”

3. “Michael Moore here. People
ask me if I’m pregnant too.”

adopt a baby.”

7. “It’s Maury. I’d love to test to
see if you’re the mother and/or the father.”

is a weekly publication of

e-mail: weekend@htrnews.com
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“This is Dr. Phil. We should

6. “Ralph Nader here. I’ve had sex
with myself for years and never got
1. “Michael Jackson here — just
pregnant.”
wanted to reach out to another an5. “It’s Maury. Again, seriously, drogynous freak show.”
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talk.”
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Letterman’s

“3 Blonde Moms”
will have you
laughing,
turn to Page 4.
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