Grand opening

Brewers blow late lead in season-opener,
before topping Cubs in 10 innings / Sports, B1

The second of three special sections of the annual
Progress edition will appear in the Wednesday, April 2, newspaper
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Down, but not out

TR native hit with
second bout of
cancer; high school
sets fundraiser

Resident wants citizens to
decide on city’s borrowing
BY KEVIN BRALEY
Herald Times Reporter

BY HELEN CLARKE
Herald Times Reporter

TWO RIVERS — The fading bruise
on Eric McLean’s left arm is a constant reminder of the balance he’s
struggled to find between victim and
survivor.
In the back of his mind, the 23year-old knows it appeared in
October 2007 — when he was just
another college student, taking in
the last few weeks of school before
graduation would catapult him into
a new world. He was a leukemia survivor with 4½ years in remission,
and he was ready to take on a new
job and a new definition of life.
But looking at the outline of the
same bruise today, his arm rests on a
Froedtert hospital bed. He’s finishing chemotherapy, he’s a day away
from radiation, and in two days, he’ll
have a bone marrow transplant.
Today, that bruise marks the first in
a string of signs that led to the realization that Eric wasn’t well again.

It begins

Eric first found out he had cancer
in June 2003 — at 2 a.m. in the emergency room. His wisdom teeth had
been hurting and wouldn’t heal, and
blacking out had become commonplace. Ten minutes
after diagnosis, he
was in an ambulance
headed
for
Milwaukee.
“It was the worst
feeling in the world,”
Eric recalled. “I was
M. McLean
18 when they told me.
It was scary as hell.”
After
high-dose
chemotherapy treatment and a bone marrow transplant courtesy of older brother
Mike McLean, now
25, Eric thought he
was in the clear.
B. McLean
By March 2004, he
was feeling “normal”
again. He went back to college at the
University
of
WisconsinWhitewater in fall 2004 and went on
with his life. On Dec. 15, 2007, Eric
graduated with a degree in
Management Computer Systems. He
accepted a job at Harley-Davidson to
start Jan. 7, and he moved into a
condo in New Berlin.
“The fear never really went away,”
Eric said of the threat of cancer.
“But 99 percent of me believed I was
totally in the clear.”
But while home in Two Rivers for
Christmas, his parents, Mary and
Brian McLean, encouraged him to
go to the hospital after he reported
bad nosebleeds, bleeding gums and
that ubiquitous bruise.
And this time, when the diagnosis
came, it hit him like a ton of bricks.
“I knew they were throwing me to
the middle of the ocean and there

Referendum
could stifle
road repairs

Eric McLean, 23, was first diagnosed in 2003 with leukemia and underwent
chemotherapy and a bone marrow transplant from his older brother, Mike McLean.
After 4½ years in remission, Eric’s cancer returned. On Friday, he will receive another bone marrow transplant — this time from 17-year-old sister Lindsey McLean.
Sue Pischke/HTR

Basketball benefit

Eric and Lindsey McLean of Two Rivers pose with
a basketball to promote the Thursday, April 3,
Seniors vs. Faculty basketball game at Two Rivers
High School. The game will raise money for the
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society in honor of Eric,
as the brother-and-sister duo spend some time in
the hospital while Lindsey donates bone marrow
See FUNDRAISER, A2 to Eric. Sue Pischke/HTR

æ What: Seniors vs. Faculty
basketball game
æ When: 1:30 p.m. Thursday
æ Where: Two Rivers High
School
æ Why: All funds raised from
the game will go to the Leukemia
and Lymphoma Society in honor
of Washington High School graduate Eric McLean.
æ How: $1 admission
æ “If this was my brother that
was going through this, I would
want somebody to do the same
thing,” said Sarah Keery, the 18year-old TRHS senior who came up
with the idea to dedicate the game
to Eric. “I would want the community to be just as supportive.”

Keep up with Eric

æ donate2life.net
— Keep up on Eric’s progress
by reading his journal, donating to
his cause, signing his online
guestbook and viewing his photos.

MANITOWOC — Manitowoc residents could vote in a special election
— if needed — to decide whether the
city should borrow more than $7 million to complete road repairs.
Arlene Knauer, 89, solicited signatures to force the city to ask voters a
referendum question about whether
the city should bond $7.155 million
for sewer improvements, street signs,
road repaving and other projects.
Without bonding, many projects
would not be completed, said Jim
Brey, the city’s Finance Committee
chairman.
On Monday, City Clerk Jennifer
Hudon said signatures still were
being verified and a final count
might not be available for two weeks.
An initial count shows Knauer collected about 1,450 signatures. To
force a referendum, Knauer needs
1,243 verified signatures.
In order to be verified, signatures
must be those of city residents 18
years or older and have the right to
vote, Hudon said.
Knauer is concerned with the
city’s debt, which is about $70 million. The Common Council recently
approved bonding $7.155 million for
2008.
“We’re so deep in debt,” Knauer
said. “I don’t believe the city should
borrow money unless there’s a disaster. I don’t believe in borrowing
money. I’ve never borrowed money.
“The people should have the right
to say if we should spend that
much.”
The Finance Committee on
Monday approved using reserve
funds to help pay for sewer repairs
on South Eighth Street and Madison
Street that have already begun.
The committee also approved borrowing funds through promissory
notes to help with the South Eighth
Street and Madison Street repairs
and other projects. Promissory notes
are required to be paid off within 10
years and aren’t subject to referendums.
Bonds are required to be paid off
in 15 years and have a lower interest
rate than notes, Brey said.
Brey and other members of the
Finance Committee said they are not
in favor of using promissory notes to
fund city projects in 2008. Brey said
using notes circumvents the wishes
of the citizens who signed Knauer’s
petition.
If the signatures are valid, Brey
said, “I want a special election as
soon as possible.”
The earliest a special election
could be held is June, but it would
cost at least $10,000, Hudon said. The
city could wait until September for
the fall primary.
Until the election, projects the city
expects to bond for are on hold, Brey
said.
Projects will resume if there are
not enough valid signatures or if
voters approve the bonding schedule.
Kevin Braley: (920) 686-2105 or
kbraley@htrnews.com

Yacht condo project dead

Couple turns focus to expanding biodiesel in new plant

Herald Times Reporter

On the Net

TWO RIVERS — Escalating
diesel prices and a weakening
national economy have scuttled the $5.5 million yacht condominium
project
of
Boatworx’s Dan and Tracy
Kaderabek.
In fact, after 19 years, the
Cleveland couple is getting out
of boat storage completely and
will focus on turning animal
fat and waste cooking oil into
biodiesel as part of its
BioBlend Fuels business.
“Everything in the boater’s
world is going wrong,” Tracy
Kaderabek said Monday of
rapidly
escalating
diesel
prices, making operation of
yachts — boats longer than 40
feet — prohibitively expensive

for many owners.
Dan Kaderabek said about
half of this winter’s 60 tenants
at their Boatworx storage facility in the City Centre, on the
Manitowoc River peninsula,
have their yachts up for sale.
“It is the cost of operation,”
he said, adding that a 55-foot
yacht can easily burn 3 gallons
a mile. “With diesel costing $5
a gallon at a marina, if the
owner goes out 100 miles and
back, that is $3,000 just for fuel
… for many owners, that’s no
longer acceptable.”
In March, the Two Rivers

BY CHARLIE MATHEWS

æ www.boatworxinc.com
æwww.bioblendfuels.com

City Council approved a zoning change of the 3.75-acre former Eggers Industries site on
East River Street from industrial to a waterfront business
district.
The Kaderabeks’ proposed
18 yacht storage condos would
have measured 35-feet wide by
80- to 90-feet long, by 350-feet
high.
“We have the equipment and
expertise but if we can’t get
people to come to the plate … it
is financially impossible to
do,” Dan Kaderabek said.
“It is disappointing but not
surprising given what we are
seeing in the national economy,” Two Rivers City Manager
Greg Buckley said Monday.
“In the long run the piece of
property has a very bright

Dan and Tracy Kaderabek, are getting out of the yacht storage business
to focus on creating biodiesel fuel. Charlie Mathews/HTR
future,” Buckley said. “If not
as storage units for wealthy
boat owners, perhaps as waterfront residential property for
those whose portfolios don’t
put them in Door County,”

Buckley said.
The Kaderabeks said their
winter yacht repair and maintenance had also taken a hit,

See YACHT, A3
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LAKESHORE UPDATE
Portion of Hwy. 310
closed until summer

be closed, the DOT said.
The closures are taking place
due to a $4.7 million project to
replace the Madison Street
Bridge and reconstructing 16th
Street in Two Rivers.
The detour will use the existing route already in place for
the Madison Street bridge
replacement. Access to businesses on 16th Street will be via
Monroe Street and Adams
Street, the DOT said.
The DOT has advised drivers
to use Columbus Street to state

Herald Times Reporter

GREEN BAY — State
Highway 310 between Monroe
Street and state Highway 42 in
Two Rivers is closed through
the end of July for pavement
removal, according to the state
Department of Transportation.
Beginning in April, the 14th
Street and Highway 310 intersection in Two Rivers also will

2008
Lakeshore Community
Job Fair

LakeshoreTechnical College
1290 North Avenue • Cleveland
L177 Multipurpose Room
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Tuesday, April 8 • Noon - 5 p.m.

Culture Cafe reopens
today, owner says
MANITOWOC
—
The
Culture Cafe, a deli-coffee-tea
house, was set to reopen today,
owner Rich Bouril said
Monday. He had closed his business, 3949 Calumet Ave., “indefinitely” in mid-February.
“I’ve gotten in beans from
New York and am roasting
them today, getting ready to
open up (today),” he said.

Heart-A-Rama tickets
on sale Thursday
TWO RIVERS — Due to additional seating at its new venue,
an additional public sale of
Heart-A-Rama tickets will be
held
at the J.E. Hamilton
Community House on Thursday,

were
sharks
swimming
around,” Eric said of his reaction to the news his leukemia
had returned. “I knew what
was coming.”

gotoltc.edu/jobfair

And so it goes

For questions or special accommodations, please call 920.693.1275.

After two months of treatment, today is Eric’s last day of
chemotherapy. He will go
through radiation Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday, leading
to his second bone marrow
transplant on Friday — this
time coming from younger sister Lindsey McLean.
“Without her bone marrow
coming into me, I’d be gone by
Sunday,” Eric said. His
younger brother, 22-year-old
Steve McLean, is not a donor
match.
“I’m not afraid,” Lindsey, 17,
said of the hours-long process
that will seek to obtain 5 million blood cells from her body.
“Bring it on.”
While a sibling donor typically offers the best chance for
success, risks remain. Eric
could develop Graft-VersusHost Disease if the donor cells
attack his body following the

OPEN HOUSE

SONNENBURG BUILDERS
PLUMBING CENTER
FRIDAY, APRIL 4th: 12:00-8:00 PM
SATURDAY, APRIL 5th: 10:00AM-2:00 PM
SUNDAY, APRIL 6th: 11:00 AM-3:00 PM
• Shower Doors
• Windows
• Kitchen & Bathroom Displays
See the latest
walk-in tub

April 3, from 5 to 7 p.m. Tickets
are available for the Wednesday
and Thursday night performances, on April 16-17 and 23-24,
at a cost of $15 each.
The all-volunteer benefit production for the American Heart
Association will be held for the
first time at the Community
House in Two Rivers, on April
16-19 and April 23-26, after nearly 30 years at Jacks ‘R Better in
Manitowoc.
This year’s show, “Heart-ARama Goes Exploring” will feature musical and comedy plays
and sketches locally written and
produced. Proceeds benefit local
and
state
cardiovascular
research and education.

Meeting about trail
map set for Thursday
TWO RIVERS — A meeting
regarding the Mariners Trail
map will be held at 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 3, at the Two
Rivers Senior Center, 1520 17th
St.
Plans are to enlarge the map
and extend the trail to include
more of the Manitowoc route,
according to a news release.
The maps are available on the
S.S. Badger, at the businesses
advertised on the map and at
Point Beach State Park.
Organizers hope to have the

Life goes on

From A1

Sponsored by:

5000638270

Those who would wish to be
eligible should call (800) 433-0663
within 14 days of the first damage each year.
The program covers damage
to crops by deer, geese, turkey
and bear. Emphasis is on damage abatement first. Compensation for damages exceeding
$250 up to a maximum damage
claim of $15,000 may be paid.
For information, call (800) 4330663.
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MANITOWOC — Weather
may be a factor in voter turnout
for today’s general election, said
Manitowoc County Clerk Jamie
Aulik.
Today’s forecast called for a
chance of light snow, with highs
in the mid-30s. Aulik is predicting an 18 percent turnout based
on weather, participation in previous spring elections and
which offices are up for election.
He said the weather predicted
for today may lower voter participation compared with last
year’s April election, which had
a 20 percent turnout.
All polling places open at 7
a.m. and close at 8 p.m.

MANITOWOC — Manitowoc
County is participating in the
Wisconsin Wildlife DamageAbatement
and
Claims
Program for 2008.
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Highway 42 for both closures.
The agency also advises drivers
to use caution and remain alert
when driving through work
zones.

With his leukemia in remission in
June 2004, Eric McLean, then 19,
bikes in preparation for the Ride
For Hope. He participated in the
event to raise money for the
Midwest
Athletes
Against
Childhood Cancer fund. HTR file
photo
transplant. And there’s always
the chance that, again, his
leukemia could be stronger
than another new immune system.
“Every time it comes back,
my overall chances go down,”
Eric said. “It would be ignorant to say it couldn’t go all
wrong.”

“What could happen is
always lurking,” Mary said of
her son’s fate. “Doctors say, ‘It
could kill you.’ But you just
look at that doctor and say, ‘It
may, but it’s not going to.’”
“We’ve just got to run with
it,” Brian said.
And Eric is determined to
make the most of his life.
“The doctor couldn’t explain
why my liver numbers were
off,” Eric said with a smirk,
recalling a visit to Froedtert
several days ago. “Well, my
friends and I had done a few
power hours the weekend
before.”
Drinking like a college kid
and traveling with his friends
— including a March road trip
to Florida, without doctor
approval — were novelties
Eric wasn’t willing to compromise when facing at least six
weeks in the hospital and an
entire year of tip-toeing
around an immature new
immune system.
“It was my last chance for a
year to do some of this stuff,”
he said. “There are people I’ve
been on the unit with that
aren’t with us anymore. But
I’m young and strong and all
that good stuff. I’ve matured
faster and in so many more

Metro Jam beating suspect convicted
5000641859

Golden faces nearly 7 years in prison when sentenced

BY KEVIN BRALEY
Herald Times Reporter

2125 N. Rapids Road, Manitowoc
684-3399 • 684-6733

MANITOWOC — The trial
for a man implicated in a bru-

MEET OUR STAFF

5000615647

Hi! I’m Trista, a certiﬁed stafﬁng professional
with over seven years of stafﬁng experience.
Call me today to ﬁnd out more about the
exciting career opportunities ABR has to offer.
1011 Washington, Ste 1, Manitowoc
www.abrjobs.com 684-8324 • AA/EOE

tal beating at a popular
Manitowoc music event was
canceled Monday after the
defendant pleaded guilty to
related charges.
Joey Golden Sr., 45, of
Manitowoc, was convicted of
aggravated and misdemeanor
battery charges and faces
nearly seven years in prison
and up to $20,000 in fines when
sentenced Tuesday, June 10.
Manitowoc County Circuit
Judge Darryl Deets is presiding over the case.
In exchange for the guilty
pleas, Manitowoc County
District
Attorney
Mark
Rohrer dismissed other battery charges and said he will
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cap his recommendation at
sentencing to 18 months in
jail.
According to the criminal
complaint, Golden cut in line
at a Metro Jam concert on
June 17, 2006. Concertgoer
Barry Boeckman confronted
Golden,
who
asked
if
Boeckman wanted to fight.
Boeckman backed away, but
Golden and Raymond Mills
later found Boeckman and
started
fighting
with
Boeckman’s friends, the complaint says.
During the fight, Boeckman
was knocked unconscious and
sustained a broken nose, the
complaint indicates. One of
Boeckman’s friends, Clayton
Bunnell, sustained a broken
jaw.
Mills, 38, was sentenced on
Jan. 23 to one year in jail and
three years on probation for
his role in the fight. Mills was
convicted Oct. 22, 2007, of battery with great bodily harm
and faced up to six years in
prison.
Golden’s trial was set to start
Monday after Golden reaffirmed not guilty pleas on
March 25. The trial was scheduled through Wednesday.
Green Bay Attorney William
Donarski is representing
Golden. Manitowoc County
Circuit Judge Darryl Deets is
presiding over the case.
Kevin Braley: (920) 686-2105 or
kbraley@htrnews.com

maps printed and ready for distribution before Memorial Day,
according to the news release.

Kewaunee reactor
shut down for refueling
Gannett Wisconsin Media

KEWAUNEE
—
The
Kewaunee Power Station nuclear reactor has shut down for
refueling.
The unit was shut down on
Friday. Eighteen months is the
normal time between refueling.
In addition to refueling, plant
personnel will perform a range
of
maintenance
projects,
including replacement of the
transformer, the company said.
The company did not say
when the plant will return to
operation.
The Nuclear Regulatory
Commission has scheduled its
annual assessment of safety
performance during a public
meeting at 6 p.m. Tuesday at
Fox Hills Resort Conference
Center, 250 W. Church St.,
Mishicot.
The NRC concluded that the
plant operated safely in 2007.
The Kewaunee Power Station
is
owned
by
Dominion
Resources of Richmond, Va.
The 556-megawatt plant is
between Kewaunee and Two
Rivers.

ways than imaginable.”
From his perch in a
Milwaukee hospital room,
Eric will spend the next several weeks in a frail state, building up a new immune system
and looking forward to the
days he’ll feel like a normal
guy again.
“Eric is going to be working
for Harley and riding one
someday,” Mary said. “Giving
up is not an option.”
Helen Clarke: (920) 686-2137 or
hclarke@htrnews.com
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